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OECD-Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

Asian Seminar on Financial Literacy and Inclusion:  
Addressing the Upcoming Challenges 

11  12 September 2012 in Mactan, Cebu, Philippines 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

 

The OECD-Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Asian Seminar on Financial Literacy and Inclusion: Addressing the 
Upcoming Challenges will take place on 11 and 12 September 2012 in Mactan, Cebu, Philippines. This high-
level event is co-organized by the Bangko Sentral ng Philippines (BSP) and the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) with sponsorship by the Government of Japan. 
 
This event will be followed by a back-to-back meeting:  the Third OECD-Asian Roundtable on the Role of 
Central Banks in Financial Literacy and Inclusion on 12 September 2012 (afternoon session), open to officials 

from Central Banks only.  More information will be provided to representatives of Central Banks. 
 
The BSP will hold a Financial Education Expo on 10 September 2012 at the same venue.  This Expo is a live 
demonstration of the BSP’s main literacy campaign tool that is designed for specific target audiences.  
Conference delegates who are interested in participating in the Expo are asked to pre-register with Ms. 
Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta of the BSP by e-mail: BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, tel: +632 708 7490. 
 
Venue 
 
The Seminar and Roundtable will be held at the following hotel: 
Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa  
Punta Engano Road, Lapu-Lapu City,  
Mactan Island, Cebu 6015, Philippines. 
Telephone  + 632 818 0952 
Fax   + 632 814 2545 
E-mail:   mac@shangri-la.com 
Website:  http://www.shangri-la.com/ 
 

Registration 

Please note that participation is by invitation only.  Participants invited by the OECD are asked to register by 
completing the online Registration Form (link provided in your invitation letter). 
 

http://www.bsp.gov.ph/
http://www.oecd.org/daf/financialeducation
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
mailto:mac@shangri-la.com
http://www.shangri-la.com/
https://webnet.oecd.org/Survey/Survey.aspx?s=b7889a81c245450d9823d8a6d1c1a191
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You may contact, for further registration enquiries: 
 
- For OECD participants: 
Ms. Morven Alexander, OECD, email: morven.alexander@oecd.org;  Tel: +33 1 45 24 88 36 
- For Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas/Filipino participants: 
Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta, BSP, e-mail: BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, tel: +632 708 7490 
 
Documentation and website 
The draft agenda and speakers’ biographies will be made available on OECD’s website at the following link 
OECD-BSP Asian Seminar Cebu website when they become available.  
Unless advised otherwise by speakers, the presentations will be posted on the website after the event.  
(See also Permanent URL: http://www.oecd.org/daf/financialeducation) 
 
Working Languages 
The seminar and roundtable discussions and documentation will be in English.  
 
Passports and visas 
All participants will be personally responsible for ensuring that they are in possession of the correct 
documentation prior to their departure. 

The organizers do not accept responsibility for any consequences whatsoever from a participant failing to 
ensure that he or she has complied with the necessary health, passport and visa requirements.  

Delegates must be in possession of a valid passport or travel document with a minimum validity of six (6) 
months beyond the intended visiting period.  Citizens of most countries do not require visa to enter the 
Philippines for a stay not exceeding twenty-one (21) days.  For further information, please visit or call the 
nearest Philippine Embassy in your respective country or you may visit 
http://dfa.gov.ph/main/index.php/consular-services/visa.  It is strongly recommended that participants verify 
requirements with the embassy/consulate in his/her country.  

Applications for visas should be submitted to the nearest Filipino diplomatic or consular representative abroad. 
Please consult the yellow pages for the Filipino’s Embassies & Consulates nearby:  
http://www.embassypages.com/philippines. 

Registered participants who require an official invitation letter for visa purposes should directly contact  
Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta of the BSP thru e-mail: BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, tel: +632 708 7490. 

 

Accommodation and hotel booking 

Negotiated rates have been obtained at the conference venue, Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa, where a 
block booking has been made for registered participants of the seminar and roundtable.   

Negotiated rates have also been obtained at four alternative hotels.   

Please see details at the end of this Note.     

Please note that neither OECD nor BSP can be responsible for any costs associated with participants’ hotel 
rooms. Each participant is responsible for the reservation and payment of his/her hotel room and all 
incidental charges by his/her personal credit card. 

Kindly note carefully the cancellation policies and deadlines for booking at all the hotels and book your 
accommodation well in advance. 

A map of the area is attached to this note for reference. 

mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
http://www.oecd.org/document/10/0,3746,en_2649_15251491_49984074_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/daf/financialeducation
http://dfa.gov.ph/main/index.php/consular-services/visa
http://www.embassypages.com/philippines
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
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Meals and Social Events 

Lunch 
Lunch for participants will be provided on Tuesday 11 September and Wednesday 12 September 2012. 
The lunches will be hosted by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 
 
Welcome Dinner - Monday 10 September 
All participants are invited to a welcome dinner on Monday 10 September 2012, hosted by Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, at the conference venue hotel, Shangri-La. 
It will begin at 6:30 P.M. and will take place at the Buko Bar, Shangri-La Mactan 
Dress code: smart casual 
Please contact BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph in case of enquiries or if additional information is required. 

Dinner Reception – Tuesday 11 September 
All participants are invited to a dinner reception on Tuesday 11 September 2012, hosted by the OECD. 
It will be held at the Hotel Crimson Resort and Spa, Mactan. 
Dress code: smart casual. 
Bus transportation will be provided from the conference venue at 6.30 pm.  
 
Spouses/partners 
The organizers regret that no program can be arranged for spouses/partners. 

Dress Code 
Dress code during the Seminar will be business attire. 

 

Cultural Tour 

The BSP will host a half day cultural tour on Thursday 13 September 2012.  The final itinerary of the tour will be 
confirmed in due course.  Please indicate your interest in joining this tour in the online Registration Form.   

 

Airport Transfers 

The Hotel is a 15 minute drive from the airport.  A taxi service is available at the airport. Pick-up services are 
also available from the hotels listed and can be directly arranged with the hotels. 

 

Further Enquiries 

For enquires regarding logistics, please contact: 

Ms. Dottie M. Bernas, BSP, e-mail: BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, tel: +632 708 7701 loc. 2948 and Direct Line: +632  
306 2948. 

Ms. Morven Alexander, OECD, e-mail: morven.alexander@oecd.org, Tel: +33-1 45 24 88 36. 

For other enquiries, please contact: 

Ms. Flore-Anne Messy, OECD, e-mail: flore-anne.messy@oecd.org, tel: + 33 1 45 24 9656 

Mr. Masanori Matsuo, OECD, e-mail: masanori.matsuo@oecd.org, tel: + 33 1 45 24 7835 

Ms. Dottie M. Bernas, BSP, e-mail: BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, tel: +632 708-7701 loc. 2948 and Direct Line: +632 
306 2948. 

 

mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
mailto:Flore-Anne.MESSY@oecd.org
mailto:Masanori.MATSUO@oecd.org
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
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CONFERENCE VENUE HOTEL: 
Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa (5-star) 

(20 minutes from the airport by taxi) 

Punta Engano Road, Lapu-Lapu City, Mactan Island, Cebu  

 

“Situated on tropical Mactan Island in Cebu, Philippines,  the resort is a short distance from the airport and 
ideally located for both leisure and business travellers.  The resort’s 530 spacious bedrooms and suites offer a 
tropical interior design that blends Philippine craftsmanship with world-class comfort and convenience. “ 

For more information, you can visit www.shangri-la.com. 

 

Reservations must be made latest 31 July 2012. After this date, the group booking made for the seminar and 
roundtable participants will no longer be effective and reservations thereafter will be subject to availability. 

 

For reservation, please e-mail the Reservation Form (attached to your invitation letter) to: 

Ms. Tamara Ruiz at tamara.ruiz@shangri-la.com 

cc:  Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta at BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph 

Telephone +632 818 0952; Fax +632 814 2545 

 

Room rates: 

Room Type Room Rate *1 USD = 43.1220 PHP *1 EUR = 54.1655 PHP 

Superior Garden View    

  Single Occupancy PHP7,365.00 nett USD170.79 EUR 135.97 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 8,285.63 nett USD192.14 EUR 152.96 

Deluxe Sea View    

  Single Occupancy PHP7,365.00 nett USD170.79 EUR 135.97 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 8,285.63 nett USD192.14 EUR 152.96 

Premier Room    

Single Occupancy PHP8,592.50 nett USD199.26 EUR158.63 

  Double occupancy PHP9,513.13 nett USD220.60 EUR175.63 

 

The above rates are inclusive of buffet breakfast and 10% service charge, 12% VAT and 0.75% local tax 

 

Please note the cancellation policy detailed on the Hotel Reservation Form (attached to your invitation). 

 
Inclusions:  Complimentary broadband internet access; complimentary coffee and tea making facilities and two complimentary bottles 
of mineral water in each guestroom replenished daily; Complimentary use of the health club facilities such as the fitness gym, steam, 
sauna and Jacuzzi 

 

[*For your convenience, the above rates are approximated in USD/EUR as of 8 June 2012 but exchange rates may vary 
according to date of payment. For latest exchange rates, please see http://www.xe.com]. 

http://www.shangri-la.com/
mailto:tamara.ruiz@shangri-la.com
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
http://www.xe.com/
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ALTERNATIVE HOTEL SUGGESTION 
Crimson Resort and Spa Mactan (5-star) 

(15 minutes from the airport by taxi) 
(15 minutes travel time to Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa) 

Lapu-Lapu City, Mactan Island, Cebu 

 

“Crimson Resort and Spa Mactan is a sprawling 6-hectare resort with 40 luxurious villas with private plunge 
pools and 250 guestrooms that combine both comfort and style with its contemporary Asian Style.  Beautifully-
landscaped gardens and contemporary and muted tropical aesthetics punctuated by elements of wood, stone 
and woven natural Philippine fibres resonate throughout the resort.  With Crimson’s well appointed rooms and 
amenities and an infinity pool that plunges into the ocean, Crimson softly embraces you into a warm seclusion, 
a sense of calm and peace amidst this modern tropical hideaway.” 

 

Reservations must be made latest 31 July 2012.  After this date, the group booking made for the seminar and 
roundtable participants will no longer be effective and reservations thereafter will be subject to availability. 

For more information, you can visit www.crimsonhotel.com. 

 

For reservation, please e-mail the Hotel Reservation Form (attached to your invitation): 

Mr. Ito V. Tuazon, ito.tuason@filarchipelago.com ,  

Ms. Jo Colambo, jo.colambo@filarchipelago.com  

cc:  Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta at BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, 

Telephone + 632 728 3073;  Facsimile + 632 729 0077 

 

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY THE STRICT CANCELLATION POLICY (detailed on the Crimson Hotel Reservation 
form attached to your invitation): 

Cancellation 30 days to 15 days prior to arrival date: one-night penalty. 

Cancellation within 14 days prior to arrival date:  100% penalty equivalent to total number of cancelled room 
nights. 

 

Room Rates: 

Room Type Room rate *1 USD = 43.1220 PHP *1 EUR = 54.1655 PHP 

Deluxe Room    

  Single Occupancy PHP 7,000.00 USD 162.33 EUR 129.23 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 7,200.00 USD 166.96 EUR 132.92 

 

Inclusions: 

 Rates inclusive of 10% service charge, 12% VAT and 0.75% local tax 

 2-way group transfers 

 Buffet breakfast 

 Complimentary welcome drink  

 Wi-fi internet access in the room and in the public areas 

 Free use of the swimming pool and Fitness Center 

 
*[For your convenience, the above rates are approximated in USD/EUR as of 8 June 2012 but exchange rates may vary 
according to date of payment. For latest exchange rates, please see http://www.xe.com]. 

http://www.crimsonhotel.com/
mailto:ito.tuason@filarchipelago.com
mailto:jo.colambo@filarchipelago.com
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
http://www.xe.com/
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ALTERNATIVE HOTEL SUGGESTION 
Imperial Palace Waterpark Resort and Spa (5-star) 

(15 minutes from the airport by taxi) 
(15 minutes by taxi to Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa) 

M.L. Quezon Highway, Barangay Maribago, Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu 

Imperial Palace Waterpark Resort and Spa is a 5-star luxury resort situated along the white sandy shores and 
pristine blue waters of Mactan Island, Cebu, Philippines.  Conveniently situated 40 minutes away from Cebu 
City, and just 15 minutes to Mactan International Airport, the property has 556 rooms including suites and 
villas.  The Waterpark offers a fun alternative for kids and adults alike with its wave pool, Amazon River pool, 
and 3 fun slides to choose from.  The resort also features eight outlets offering a wide variety of cuisine ranging 
from Chinese, Korean, International and Asian to the freshest seafood in a picturesque seaside location.   

 

Reservations must be made latest 30 July 2012.  After this date, the group booking made for the seminar and 
roundtable participants will no longer be effective and reservations thereafter will be subject to availability. 

For more information, you can visit www.imperialpalace-cebu.com. 

 

For reservation, please e-mail: 

Ms. Jessie Benito, Sales Coordinator 

cc:  Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta at BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, 

Telephone + 632 753-1291 to 93 

Facsimile + 632 494 5272 and 5246 

Email: manilasales@ip-cebu.com 

 

Participants are strongly advised to check with the hotel on cancellation policy and no-show penalty. 

 

Rates: 

Room Type Room Rate *1 USD = 43.1220 PHP *1 EUR = 54.1655 PHP 

Deluxe Garden View    

  Single Occupancy PHP 7,000.00 USD 162.33 EUR 129.23 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 7,500.00 USD 173.92 EUR 138.46 

Deluxe Ocean View    

  Single Occupancy PHP 8,000.00 USD 185.52 EUR 147.69 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 8,500.00 USD 197.11 EUR 156.92 

 

Inclusions: 

 Rates inclusive of 10% service charge, 12% VAT and 0.75% local tax 

 Buffet breakfast 

 Roundtrip airport transfers 

 Complimentary welcome drinks 

 Complimentary internet from the guest room 

 Entrance to the waterpark facilities 

 Entrance to the gym 

 
*[For your convenience, the above rates are approximated in USD/EUR as of 8 June 2012 but exchange rates may 
vary according to date of payment. For latest exchange rates, please see http://www.xe.com]. 

http://www.imperialpalace-cebu.com/
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
mailto:manilasales@ip-cebu.com
http://www.xe.com/
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ALTERNATIVE HOTEL SUGGESTION 
Plantation Bay Resort and Spa (5-star) 

(20 minutes from the airport by taxi) 
(10-15 minutes by taxi to Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort and Spa) 

Marigondon, Lapu-Lapu City, Mactan Island, Cebu 

 

“Plantation Bay offers exceptional value for money, delicious food at good prices, a highly appealing ambience 
for both conference and leisure and unsurpassed service.  Room accommodations are large (46 sq. m.) and 
more luxurious than any comparably-priced resort in Asia.  All rooms have lovely views of extensive private 
lagoons which constitute perhaps the largest waterways in the world that is actually enclosed by a hotel.“  

 

No deadline for booking.  However, rooms are subject to availability. 

For more information, you van visit: www.plantationbay.com. 

 

For reservation, please e-mail: 

Ms. Des Angolluan, Account Executive 

cc:  Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta at BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, 

Tel: + 632 844-5025 ; Fax: + 632 844-5030 

Email: prmanila@plantationbay.com 

 

Participants are strongly advised to check with the hotel on cancellation policy and no-show penalty. 

 

Rates: 

Room Type Room Rate *1 USD = 43.1220 PHP *1 EUR = 54.1655 PHP 

Poolside Room    

  Single/Double  Occupancy USD 148.00 nett PHP 6,382.05 EUR 117.82 

Lagoon View    

  Single/Double  Occupancy USD 172.00 nett PHP 7,416.98 EUR 136.93 

 

Inclusions: 

 Rates inclusive of 10% service charge, 12% VAT and 0.75% local tax 

 Roundtrip scheduled transfers 

 Welcome drink  

 In-room amenities 

o One liter of mineral water, replenished daily 

o A basket of Philippine delicacies 

o Coffee and tea-making facilites 

o Broadband internet acess 

o Individual safety deposit box 

 
*[For your convenience, the above rates are approximated in PHP/EUR as of 8 June 2012 but exchange rates may vary 
according to date of payment. For latest exchange rates, please see http://www.xe.com]. 

 

http://www.plantationbay.com/
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
mailto:prmanila@plantationbay.com
http://www.xe.com/
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ALTERNATIVE HOTEL SUGGESTION 
Waterfront Airport Hotel and Casino (4-star) 

 (15 minutes by taxi to Shangri-La Mactan) 
1 Airport Road, Lapu-Lapu City, Mactan Island, Cebu 

 

“Waterfront Airport Hotel and Casino is conveniently located in front of the Mactan International and Domestic 
Airport.  It’s a three minute drive to the Industrial Zone, a fifteen-minute drive to the beaches of Mactan Island 
and just thirty minutes away from Cebu City’s shopping and financial district.” 

 

No deadline for booking.  However, rooms are subject to availability. 

For more information, you can visit: www.waterfronthotels.com.ph 

 

For reservation, please e-mail  

Ms. Catherine A. Patron, Sales Account Manager: c.patron@waterfronthotels.net 

Cc:  Ms. Margaret Rose Jimenez-Araneta at BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph, 

Tel: + 632 340 4888 local 7890 and 7806; Fax: + 632 341 1377 

 

Participants are strongly advised to check with the hotel on cancellation policy and no-show penalty. 

 

Room Rates: 

Room Type Room Rate *1 USD = 43.1220 PHP *1 EUR = 54.1655 PHP 

Superior Room    

  Single Occupancy PHP 3,000.00 nett USD 69.57 EUR 55.38 

  Double/Twin Occupancy PHP 3,200.00 nett USD 74.20 EUR 59.07 

 

Inclusions: 

 Rates inclusive of 10% service charge, 12% VAT and 0.75% local tax 

 Airport transfers 

 Buffet breakfast at Uno 

 Complimentary bottled water 

 Complimentary use of the gym 

 
*[For your convenience, the above rates are approximated in USD/EUR as of 8 June 2012 but exchange rates may 
vary according to date of payment. For latest exchange rates, please see http://www.xe.com]. 

 

 

http://www.waterfronthotels.com.ph/
mailto:c.patron@waterfronthotels.net
mailto:BSP-OECD@bsp.gov.ph
http://www.xe.com/
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 

Population/Language 
Cebu Province has a total population of more than 3.85 million. Cebuano is the native tongue. While Filipino is 
commonly understood and spoken, the English language is widely used in business transactions and education.  
 
Insurance and Medical Cover 
The Seminar and Roundtable organizers do not take the responsibility for medical, travel or life insurance, and 
participants are advised to hold valid international personal insurance policies. 
 
It is recommended that you take out personal medical insurance for the duration of your trip. The Philippines 
has a different medical assistance agreement for each country. Please check the current system of your 
country. 
 
Immunization: Hepatitis A and B/Dengue Fever/Malaria/Typhus, etc. 
It is recommended to check your vaccines before departure.  
 
Water and Food: Bottled water is recommended. 
 
Climate 
Cebu is characterized by narrow coastlines and the climate of Cebu is tempered by pleasant sea breezes from 
the Pacific Ocean. The weather is moderate, having no distinct wet and dry season, the perfect vacation spot 
for all seasons. Daily temperatures normally range between 26 and 33 degrees centigrade. 
 
Time Difference 
The time difference can be checked in the following links as: Standard time zone: UTC/GMT +8 hours. Please 
refer to http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/custom.html?continent=asia or  
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/ 
 
Currency and Exchange Rate 
The Philippine currency is peso, Philippine Peso (PHP), divided into 100 centavos. Most foreign currencies can 
easily be changed at banks, hotels and authorized dealers (For latest exchange rates, please see 
http://www.xe.com/).   Major foreign credit cards may be accepted only at major hotels, resorts, shops and 
restaurants. Visitors are advised to bring a sufficient amount of change in small bills or coins. 
 
Public Transport 
Getting around Cebu, one may take a colorful jeepney or a bus at a minimal fare. Taxicabs are widely available. 
 
Communications 
To make an international call, dial: 00 + country code + area code + telephone number.  
To dial into Philippines: 00-63-32 local number (Cebu City). 
 
Electrical Appliances 
Most areas in Cebu are supplied with 220 volts, 60 cycles. A plug with 2 flat parallel prongs is the norm. 
 
Opening Hours 
Banks open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. from Mondays to Fridays.  Government offices accept and process transactions 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. from Mondays to Fridays. Private firms are operational 9 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday.  Shoppers  

http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/custom.html?continent=asia
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/
http://www.xe.com/
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can enjoy establishments which are open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. from Mondays to Saturdays.  Most department 
stores stay open on Sundays and holidays. 
 
Tipping 
Bellhops expect a tip, as do waiters, taxi drivers, hairdressers, beauticians and porters. Tipping 5-15% of the bill 
is appropriate if no service charge is included. 
 
Smoking Policy 
Smoking should be avoided in public utility vehicles. 
 
Customs 
All articles, when imported from any foreign country into the Philippines, shall be subject to duty and tax upon 
each importation, even though previously exported from the Philippines, except as otherwise specifically 
provided in the Customs Code or in other laws. (Section 100, TCCP). 
 
Personal Safety for Tourists 
Cebu is considered to be the safest of the large cities located in the Philippines. The entire city can be safely 
visited by tourists provided they take basic common-sense precautions. 
 

For further information, please see http://cebu.gov.ph 
 

http://cebu.gov.ph/
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TOURISM 

Cebu is a city in the midst of overwhelming growth that blends its ancestral heritage and modern business 
savvy with flair.  Standing as the country’s top business and tourist destination, Cebu was crowned the Queen 
City of the South. Finding its own place under Cebu’s friendly skies, business and leisure breathe together with 
office buildings and beach resorts.   

 

Relics of the past are found aplenty as Cebu is the country’s oldest city.  Must-see attractions in the city 
include: Basilica Minore De Santo Niño that houses the Santo Niño de Cebu given by Ferdinand Magellan to 
Queen Juana in 1521 as a token of friendship and which has survived fires and other catastrophes; Magellan’s 
Cross, a monument of the cross Magellan planted on the very spot where Filipinos were first baptized; and 
Lapu-Lapu Monument erected in honor of Lapu-Lapu, the famous chieftain who defeated Magellan in the 
Battle of Mactan. 

 

No vacation in Cebu is complete without a view of its numerous tropical islets, white sand beaches and 
abundant marine life. Swim at the beaches of Argao, Oslob and Carmen. Experience the divespots of Moalboal, 
Badian, Mactan and Olango. The choices are infinite. 

 

Cebu is dubbed as an “Island of Festivals.” The Sinulog, celebrated every 3rd Sunday of January in honor of the 
Senor Santo Niño, is Cebu City’s most popular festival flocked to by foreign and local tourists to join the 
procession and grand mardi gras. 

 

It is also famous for its guitars and furniture products that can compete worldwide because of their 
craftsmanship, durability and affordability. 

 

For further information, please see 
http://www.asianinfo.org/asianinfo/philippines/cebu_tourist_information.htm 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PHILIPPINES 

The Philippines has a rich history combining Asian, European, and American influences. Prior to Spanish 
colonization in 1521, the Filipinos had a rich culture and were trading with the Chinese and the Japanese. 
Spain's colonization brought about the construction of Intramuros in 1571, a "Walled City" comprised of 
European buildings and churches, replicated in different parts of the archipelago. In 1898, after 350 years and 
300 rebellions, the Filipinos, with leaders like Jose Rizal and Emilio Aguinaldo, succeeded in winning their 
independence.  

 In 1898, the Philippines became the first and only colony of the United States. Following the Philippine-
American War, the United States brought widespread education to the islands. Filipinos fought alongside 
Americans during World War II, particularly at the famous battle of Bataan and Corregidor which delayed 
Japanese advance and saved Australia. They then waged a guerilla war against the Japanese from 1941 to 
1945. The Philippines regained its independence in 1946.  

http://www.asianinfo.org/asianinfo/philippines/cebu_tourist_information.htm
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Filipinos are a freedom-loving people, having waged two peaceful, bloodless revolutions against what were 
perceived as corrupt regimes. The Philippines is a vibrant democracy, as evidenced by 12 English national 
newspapers, 7 national television stations, hundreds of cable TV stations, and 2,000 radio stations.  

Filipinos are a fun-loving people. Throughout the islands, there are fiestas celebrated everyday and foreign 
guests are always welcome to their homes.  
 

For further information, please see  http://www.tourism.gov.ph/SitePages/History.aspx 

http://www.tourism.gov.ph/SitePages/History.aspx
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